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CUTTING THROUGH THE BULL

WHY “THE BULL"?

In our series of “Killing Sacred Cows”, we saw thalbove all God desires to have a
personal and intimate relationship with each arehebeliever, resulting in our being led
by His Spirit to love and serve others.

All the way through bible history, we see attentptsotally substitute this relationship
for something else or bring in religious replaceteet® cause an ungodly mixture of
partly Him and partly man.

Under the leadership of Moses, God wanted to sdeaktly to His people. However,
because of their fear and unbelief, they rejedtedEk. 19:5,11; 20:189. Instead, they
molded a substitute, an image of a young bull agya of God's presence among them.
Many have thought that this was a total substifioté&sod but, as we’ll see, it was in fact,
a mixture.

So when Aaron saw it he built an altar before iAnd Aaron made a proclamation and
said “Tomorrow is a Feast to the Lord Ex. 32:5

Matthew Henry, in his commentary says:

It was an attempt to worship God through an imadgdewever, it was a mixture, and it
was worship on their terms and not His.

As we saw in “Killing Sacred Cows”, if we are ovér@med by the possibility of an
intimate relationship or reject it because of aitfear or guilt, we have a propensity to
find something religious, tangible or visible tdl fip our void. We can dedicate this to
the Lord or call it the Lord's work, but in realitycreates a mixture and becc:reeman-
made substitute.

We find this mixture occurring again in 1 Kings ®en the King of Israel, Ahab,
marries Jezebel who was an idol worshipper of it §aal. Even though Ahab believed
in the Lord, in an attempt to appease his wife éteup an altar for the worship of her
god, opening up the door for a mixture of two Hslie

The people, although they believed in the Lordygthfollow-the-leader and, as a
result, there was a mixture belief of God on one hand and an attractionhi t
enjoyment of the more sensuous excesses of idaattlge other.

The Lord, through the words of the prophet Elijalgught drought on the land, which
was symbolic of the spiritual dryness of the peop&od then used Elijah to challenge
the people to come back to Him.
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"How long are you going to waver between two oping? If the Lord is God follow
him! But if Baal is God follow him." 1 Kings 18:21 NLT

To cut through their double-mindedness, a demanstraf God's power was needed
and Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to anslvovn. They were both to build
separate altars and place a bull sacrifice upoh eathem. Both were to pray, and if
Baal brought fire down on their bull, then he wolld God and (of course) the same
applied to Elijah and the Lord!

The prophets of Baal started first, praying andagieg for hours with no result.
Elijah's prayer met with immediate results. Fieme down and turned the bull into
ashes.

God cut straight through the bull worship and, ageault, the people came
wholeheartedly back to Him and to obeying Him.

NEW TESTAMENT MIXTURE

The early church made ‘loving Him and loving othersntral in their lives and, as a
result, they turned the world upside down. Howetee impetus was lost and by the
Fourth Century the leader of the Roman Empire, @mtisie, combined the pagan and
Christian faiths, resulting in a mixture of God'dlwand pagan tradition. For centuries
the church blindly followed these traditions, beirey this was the way God wanted His
family to operate.

The Lord has been cutting through the "bull" trimahs, replacing them with His truth.
However, there’s still more to be brought to asiiege’re going to be totally restored.
That's why there are many Christians still feelsmgritually dry or going through a
drought and, as a result, cannot understand whywviadost the life they had as new
believers.

In some cases they're still playing follow-the-leadn a system which can provide
substitutes for personal relationship and the readf the Holy Spirit.

Most of us are aware that anything which puts Gaxbsd is an idol! An idol can be
your sport, your house, your career, your relatigrsg what you consume. However, the
most deceptive and seductive idols for many welkinmeg Christians are the subtle
religious things we introduce as a substitute far personal relationship with God and
the obedience that comes from it. These religetts become traditions in the church
and are then blindly followed.

MAN'S TRADITIONS

The Pharisees suffered from the problem of doimggdifor-show or ritual rather than
from their hearts.

What did Jesus have to say about it?

"All too well you reject the commandment of God thgou may keep your tradition".
Mark 7:9

Whilst we would be horrified to think that this ddwapply to us, we must realise God

is continually restoring truths that were lost dgrihe Dark Ages in order to bring us to
perfection. Removing traditions has happened tgitout restoration times in church
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history and this will continue to happen. God ks traditions, His principles. (1 Cor.
11:2). However, we can be tempted to mix or repldese with our own traditions
which bring about the same result as found in theriBees.

... making the word of God of no effect through youratlition which you have
handed down. And many such things you do". Mark 7:13

Today, in the church, we still can do things beeaw® feel comfortable and safe
when "We've always done it like that". Even wille recent moves of restoration in the
last century we still can identify certain tradit®d These are holding back the effect of
God's Word in building our relationship with a totkependence on Him. Jesus said,
"And many such things you do".

In our earlier books on “Killing Sacred Cows” aft‘Weapons of Mass Distraction”
series, we saw that continuous fulfillment, peaoe gy can only come through a
personal and intimate relationship with Him andnigeled by His Spirit to help others.
Jesus told us that the greatest commandments wetevé God and to love our
neighbors. Anything which substitutes for thaisoconsidered more important will have
us wavering between two opinions.

As with our earlier books, we’re going to look abma of the "bull" traditions that the
Lord wants to cut through, which will enable oumahs to come wholeheartedly back to
Him. If we can lay down our traditions as a saceif then He can send His laser-like
Holy Spirit fire to burn-through the religious exsses and bullish attitudes.

FIRE AND RAIN

In Elijah's story, as soon as the double mindednessremoved, God’s blessing was
restored, there was a deluge and the drought itatftewas broken.

For those Christians who are feeling spiritually,das we allow God's fire to burn
through our traditions and bring them to ashescéfethen pour out His refreshing rain,
His Spirit, and see us filled and empowered with ldve, His peace and His joy.

God will give you the fire of His word to removeyatraditions that are holding you
back, so you can constantly be filled with andbgdHis Spirit.

OUR PRAYER

If we need lightning and fire for the rain of HipiBt, then our prayers should reflect
this. Many have prayed for life to be injectedithe church or for God to pour out His
Spirit upon us. Let's now realize that our trawht can be the hindrance. If they are
torched, then His Spirit will flow and the spiritugrought in many of our lives will be
finished.

In this book, we’re going to look at the subjecteoonly referred to as “covering”.

As we do so, let's pray that the Lord will reveayaof man’s traditions and that
anything which is not of Him will be removed. Agesult, your relationship with Him
will be further restored and a continuous flow a$ Spirit will result.
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CHAPTER 1

SUBMISSION AND AUTHORITY

In some circles there is teaching telling us wedneebe “covered” by a particular
church or denomination, which in turn, provides soform of spiritual protection. For
those Christians who are not in a traditional chwstucture, the question often asked is
“Who's your covering?”

In other circles, the word “covering” may not beedsbut the message conveyed is
that by simply being a member or attending meetoigthe particular organization or
group, there lays spiritual security or safety.

Is this teaching sustainable from God’s word?

Before we deal with the covering question, we rieddave a greater understanding of
a few other subjects. In our first two chapterswiledeal with;

Submission

Authority

Accountability

SUBMISSION

When we hear the word, “submission” in regard te thurch, most of us will
immediately think in one way terms...submission taders. However there is a
requirement of elders and equippers to serve bakev

“... he who is greatest among you, let him be as ftoainger and he who governs as he
who serves.” Luke 22:26

“... but whoever desires to be first among you, létnhbe your slave — just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, ane dgiis life a ransom for many.”
MatD:26-28

“... nor as being lords over those entrusted to you' ... 1Peter 5:3

“But aren’'t we supposed to submit to our leaderg@i may ask. Obviously, the
answer is yes...and there are Scriptures to suppert t

“Obey those who rule over you and be submissive...” Heb. 13:17
“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves/tur elders.” 1 Peter 5:5, 6
There would seem to be a contradiction here. Howwvea have believers submitting

to leaders and yet leaders, in turn, being senamisslaves to them?
We have two sides of a coin here and both are baséeart condition
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THE HEART OF THE ELDER

When an elder read$Obey those whaule over you” there’s a propensity for some
to lose their servant’'s heart and become littleldor The word'rule” has been poorly
translated in the following Scriptures in the Kidgmes and other versions.

“Remember those who rule over you...”
“Obey those who rule over you....”
“Greet those who rule over you....." Heb. 13:7, 24

The original Greek word “hegeomai” means to leadidg or go before. Also in
Scripture:

“Let the elders who rule....” 1Tim. 3:1

The Greek word “proistemi” means to stand befarad) to attend, guard, and provide
care for. The heart of an elder is not meant toidate or control the saints, but to serve,
model, guide, guard and provide care.

HEART OF THE DISCIPLE

In the scripture, “Obey those who rule over yotg translation of “obey” is “peitho”
in Greek, once again, a poor one. It means taijpdesor to win someone over.

W.E.Vine;

“The obedience suggested is not by submission thoaty, but resulting from
persuasion”.

Therefore, Heb. 13:17 should more correctly reaaltd&achable and be persuaded by
those who lead and guide you.

It shows that trust is a vital aspect of this relahip. Elders earn trust... they
shouldn’t demand it.

“Remember those who rule over you, who have spottenword”. Heb. 13:7

For believers to have confidence in, and be peetidg elders they must consider the
outcome of their conduct. In other words, “Are tlzegnodel of Jesus’ works?”

In the early church, there were no denominations.sSt¥omit ourselves to people, not
to organizations, in other words, to those with mhwe have relationship, to those
whom we sense we can trust.

SUBMISSION BY CHOICE

For example, if an elder said to a person whomdukrhcently led to the Lord; “John,
God has a great future for you and you have anenas potential and destiny. | want to
help you bring out those gifts, talents and alk#itand overcome anything that would
hinder you in fulfilling your destiny. I'm here fgrou day or night to help.”

If the new believer truly has the Spirit of Christthem, and they sense a genuine
father’'s heart, they’d say something like, “If yaeally mean that, | would like to submit
myself to you. If I'm ever out of line, | give yqaermission to get me back on track.”
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Notice, the elder is not demanding submission bezde’s the boss. He's offering to
serve, train and sacrifice for the new believehédp him reach his greatest potential.
The believer is persuaded (and chooses) to sulundfdhat expression of love.

1 Peter 5:5 sayslikewise you younger people, submit yourselvegour elders” A
biblical elder does not command submission. Pesplamit themselves to a servant
heart.

JESUS’ EXAMPLE

But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You kmdhat the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and those who are great exercasghority over them. Yet it shall not
be so among you; but whoever desires to be greabragnyou, let him be your servant.
And whoever desires to be first among you, let H your slave — just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, ane gis life a ransom for many.”

Matt. 20:25-28

What is it that touches our hearts and persuadéas sifmit to Jesus?
He forgives our failures.
He gives us a new start.
He gives us a new destiny.
He gives us His life.
He gives us His power.
He gives us ongoing love and guidance.
Out of His giving, His serving and His sacrificeus, we are humbled and submit our
lives to Him. This submission is in the libertylote, not in the bondage of law.
Jesus is the perfect model for elders. Shouldrétyewverseer imitate His way?

TRUSTING SUBMISSION

Once His disciples saw what He wanted to do inrtlnees, they submitted to Him.
Out of that, His instruction to correct when needes willingly received.

He admonished His disciples at times:

“O faithless and perverse generation, how long shiabe with you? How long shall |
bear with you? ...” Maft:17

“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” Matt. 14:31

Why did He correct them? Was it to show them whwss...or to make them realize
they had great unused potential and stir them ameater things?

AUTHORITY

We are, however, instructed to submit to the eldanghority ... but authority over
what? Surely they don’t have direction for everytpd our lives; where you go for a
holiday, what kind of motor mower you're purchasimpanging jobs, etc. etc. These
examples may be rather obvious but where doesitigirdy line start and finish?
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Jesus’ Authority
Where did Jesus’ authority come from?

“For | have not spoken on my own authority; but thieather who sent Me gave Me a
command, what | should say and what | should spéak. John 12:49

“The words that | speak to you | do not speak of rown authority; but the Father who
dwells in Me does the works.” John 14:10

This is why Jesus’ words were so powerful. He digrst say things off the top of
His head as many of us do. When He spoke, liveg wieanged, miracles occurred and
demons fled.

His words were only effective and had authority bezuse the Father told Him to
say them.

Jesus tells us:

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven ana @arth”. Matt. 28:18

He has all the authority. However, He doesn’t gimg one man full authority to
rule over a particular group of people.

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord itver them, and those who are great
exercise authority over them. Yet is shall notdeamong you; ...”
Matt. 20:25, 26

He delegates parts of His authority to the varipasts of His Body, giving each
disciple a role to play. The apostle Paul was mi\zeir authority which the Lord gave
us for edification and not for your destruction.” 2 Cor. 10:8 (also 13:10)

Equippers have been given authority to assist iimgbrg the saints to perfectiond®
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Chridttiey have not been given total
authority over every part of believers' lives. Ylage to be men of prayer, who should be
able to say, like Jesus, “I do not speak on my awthority, but what the Father who sent
me gave me a command of what | should say and hgtnetuld speak."”

The example of speaking with His authority is notyofor equippers but for
every believer. We all need to be prayerful anéftsdmwhen we desire to correct or direct
others.

Death and life are in the power of the tongue... Prov. 18:2

Spirit-led words will always be potent, whilgords from our own flesh can be
destructive or manipulative.

But if you are led by the Spirit you are not unddre law ... Gal. 5:18
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Putting it round the other way, if what you sayn@ led by the Spirit, then it is law...
it becomes legalism.

PARABLE OF THE LECTURERS

In high school or tertiary level of education, ymay have lecturers who specialize in
particular fields like mathematics, English, chemyisetc. One person can’t teach
everything. Their authority lies within the knowggslthey have of their subject. Once a
student graduates, the teachers have no autheetytbem. However, the pupil uses the
principles they've learned to help them with theatling in life. Whether they're now a
bricklayer, nurse or doctor, their area of autlyooit giftedness can be a blessing to those
who taught them.

Our apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors @uthées each have areas of equipping
authority. They all have a part to play in belierapiritual education. If they’re gifted in
particular areas of equipping, believers will recizg and respect that gifting and submit
to the area of authority God has given them. Howewar tradition has one person
attempting to teach and equip in every subjecteatsof a team.

The teacher is then forced to go beyond the amgn@God has given them and
“borrow” other ministries’ messages. This is whymn&equippers' messages don’t have
the authority or anointing within them. They arerelg replays of someone else’s
anointedmessage rather than something they’'ve received @oth

You can either be a voice or an echo

Knowing that they don’t have total authority, buliypdelegated authority in particular
areas, will ensure they instruct and direct onlyerehGod tells them to, and not attempt
to go beyond their gifting.

“...for they watch out for your souls, as ones whaust give account”. Heb. 13:17

What are they accountable for?

First of all, they are accountable to God to giv&ruction to believers in order to help
each one become a fully matured Christ-like person.

Secondly, they are accountable to ensure they derteed their God-given
assignment and begin to totally rule over you v@#mtile authority.

My brethren, Let not many of you become teacherspwing that we shall receive a
stricter judgment...If anyone does not stumble in wipthe is a perfect man, able also
to bridle the whole body. James 3:1,2

However, there’s a difference between our teacheithe natural and those in the
spiritual.

Unlike our natural teachers, our spiritual equigpare “family” and should become
friends and lifetime mentors to us. As believersatiyate” to fulfil the individual role
and vision God has for them, the equippers areetltercounsel them as required.
Believers can obviously submit to their elder (o)détherly advice, wisdom and
experience. As trained “sons”, they now have smfigifts, power and authority, they
can, in turn, bless those who equipped them.
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PARABLE OF THE LIFESAVER
Here’s another parable which may help us understame clearly an elder's role.
One of the terms used to describe an elder is arseer.

“...the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to sheggththe church of God.”
Acts 20:28

There’s a lot of difference between an overseeraabdss.

Lifesavers (or lifeguards) are a good example aideverseers. In Australia, because
of the dangers of swimming in the surf; particytaotected areas are marked by flags
and patrolled by committed lifesavers.

Why do people swim between the flags? First ofredkt people don’t have the strong
swimming capabilities as a lifesaver. Secondlyy tkeow why lifesavers positioned the
flags in a particular spot. The lifesavers haverawn the water earlier and determined
the safest place to surf.

If a wave or rip starts to gradually pull those mwiing sideways out of the safety
zone, they may not realize it. The lifesaver noavwl their attention to this through a
loudspeaker or whistle and guides them back totysafehey are persuaded by his
superior knowledge in the situation and they sulimilhis authority. He’s not trying to
boss them around, he’s trying to make their dagyaijle and keep them alive.

Quite often, we hear of people who swim outsid¢hese areas and drown. Imagine
how frustrated the lifesavers must be if peoplepkdsobeying their directions. Even
worse, how do they feel if someone drowns justva liendred yards up the beach in an
area not patrolled?

Elders, as the name implies, are older or morereqpeed in God’s Word. They have
already swum through the spiritual waters of lifiel &now many of the currents and rips
that can cause you trouble. They are there, nddi@atorial bosses, but as guides,
counselors and coaches, to help you make a suatgsar life.

As we're learning to be totally led by the Spitihere are times when we can be
carried away by spiritual rips. There’s nothing mgrainful than someone who says,
“God told me” and won't listen to the advice of asporal lifeguard. If we do stray
outside the spiritual flags and fail to noticevit need to be open to listening to those
who love us and want to see God'’s best for us.

Be responsive to your pastoral leaders. Listertheir counsel. They are alert to the
condition of your lives and work under the stricugervision of God. Contribute to the
joy of their leadership, not its drudgery. Why widuyou want to make things harder
for them? Heb. 13:17 MSG

DISCERNING SHEEP

To gain the respect of the saints, the attitudin@felders needs to be Christ-like. They
are to be servants, slaves, giving their livese® that you're equipped for your ministry.
Shepherds will sacrifice their lives for the shedphristians aren’t fools; they’ll
eventually pick up on the attitude and spirit cfitHeaders.

Are the saints there to help the leader’'s ministryare the overseers there for the
saint’'s ministry? If Christians discern that adeais all about building his empire
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instead of the growth and care of each believerrédspect and fruit of submission will
not be evident

Care for the flock of God entrusted to you. Watchen it willingly, not grudgingly - not
for what you will get out of it, but because youeaeager to serve God. Don't lord it
over the people assigned to your care, but leadrthi®/ your good example.

1 Peter 5:2, 3

The shepherd is also a sheep under the Chief Sttepgbar equippers and overseers
are to lead by example, not by lording it over &&dirs. Note also it says they are
entrusted to them, not given to them.

SUBMISSION — EACH WAY

Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, arddothed with humility, for God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 1 Redeb

We're told to submit to one another. Does this fabgsnean that an elder would have
to submit to us? As we mentioned earlier, it's mitbng to an area of gifting or
authority that God has given to each of us. Formgte, because of a lifesaver’s
knowledge of the water, he receives my submissibennl go to the beach. However, if
I’'m a doctor and he comes to the surgery, he s@imiiny authority in that area.

Another situation would be that of a father and. skmere’s a time where, as a child,
the son is under the father’'s guidance and authdde submits to his dad. However,
when he’s trained, he leaves home, gets marriedtlaadelationship changes. If the
father's been a good dad and gained the trust esgect of his son, he becomes his
friend. Out of that respect, the son will seekieelon life, raising kids, buying a car, all
of which the father has had experience with. If d&l’'s a mechanic, he’ll certainly
submit to his advice in that area.

However, the father also recognizes his son's twlef the son is a successful
accountant, he’ll submit to him at the end of timarcial year and receive his advice and
guidance. Their relationship doesn’t end when hede home, it continues on throughout
their lives, both respecting the talents and helgach other in their areas of expertise.

The same can apply in the spiritual family. Ifasfor receives a God-given prophecy
from one of the sheep, he’ll submit to that. Agwer with gifts of healing can pray for a
teacher, they can submit to that. Each of us haar@ato play in the body of Christ ...
some are fingers, noses, eyes etc

And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no nexdd/ou”; No, much rather, those
members of the body which seem to be weaker aressary. 1 Cor. 12:21, 22

Each one has a part to play and we submite@thce and ability each one has.

This is a little poem which may help us in discegiihe kind of elders who can be an
example to us and to whom we can submit.
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I'D RATHER SEE A SERMON

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day;

I'd rather one should walk with me than merely showthe way.
The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than theear,

Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always ele

And the best of all the preachers are the men whaovk their creeds,
For to see good put into action's what everybody meels.

| soon can learn to do it if you'll let me see it dne;

| can watch your hands in action, but your tongue do fast may run.
And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and tre,

But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what youlo;

For | might misunderstand you and the high advice gu give,

But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and howou live.

When | see a deed of kindness, | am eager to be &in

When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man sya behind
Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grovgsrong in me
To become as big and thoughtful as | knew that fried to be.
And all the travelers can witness that the best ajuides today

Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shewhe way.

One good man teaches many, men believe what theyhioéd;
One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that a told.
Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his haor dear,
For right living speaks a language which to everyamis clear.
Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquendesay,
I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day.

Edgar Guest (1881-1959)
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SUMMARY

1. Elders are to be servants and slaves to ottievbes.
Disciples are to be submitted to elders.

2. The word'rule” is poorly translated. It actually means to sexde, and provide for,
not to dominate or control.

3. Why do we submit to Jesus? He has sacrificadwsth for us and we know He has a
genuine care for our well being.

4. Disciples who arépersuaded that their elders have the believers’ welfareaas
priority will “submit themselv&sThey will not need to have someone lord it over
them.

5. Jesus’ words had authority behind them for @ason. He only spoke the words the
Father gave Him.

6. Like high school teachers who have authoritgartain subjects, elders have certain
areas of authority in their teaching. You caralvoice or an echo.

7. We are all to submit to others who exhibit Gogeg authority in a particular area.
Example: A doctor submits to a lifeguard & Bieach. The lifeguard submits to the
doctor at his surgery.

8. Elders are spiritual lifeguards, don’t be a gaithem in their area of expertise.
However, they can receive or submit to theditess others have to offer.

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What was the greatest truth you discovered?
2. What was the point you least understood?
3. What can you apply in your life this week?
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CHAPTER 2

ACCOUNTABILITY

Accountability is an important aspect of every &edir's life. Many would, perhaps,
think that because we're to be submitted to onethemp automatically we’'d become
accountable to each other.

Some believe that biblically the two words mean $aene thing but this is not the
case.

The word for submit, “hypeiko” means “to yield”.Webster's Dictionary says
“yielding to the power or authority of another”.

The word for account, “logos”, means * ?
W.E. Vine. Webster’s Dictionary describes accoblgas “liable to be called to account
or responsible.”

Therefore someone can yield or submit to the authaf another but not be
ultimately answerable, liable or responsible td frexson.

MAN OR GOD?

To whom do we submit and to whom are we accourfable

What does the bible have to say about it?

The New Testament, doesn’t teach accountability ta person

The Scriptures teach us that we're expected teebpansible or give account for our
words and actions to God ... not to man.

Most of us would be aware that on Judgment Daylwe’lanswerable to the Lord.

For we shall all stand before the judgement seat@ifrist. So then each of us shall
give account of himself to God. Rom:1@ & 12

However, He is expecting that we, through our retethip with Him, are to be
answerable to Him on a day to day, (even) momentdment, basis.

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, batl things are naked and open to
the eyes of Him to whom we must give account Hebl3

We are also told that with our ministry or servige are to be responsible to Him not
people.

.. with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, andt to men. Eph. 6:7
Therefore we make it our aim ... to be well pleasitmgHim. 2 Cor. 59

We already know that we are to submit to one amottew then is it possible that we
can submit to another believer and yet not be aliihy accountable to them?
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PARABLE OF THE BOSS

The owner of a business interviews you for a jobd aou're in awe of his
achievements, vision and obvious care for his wstkéou get the position and are now
placed under an overseer.

Unlike the owner, he has little concern for you aegms only interested in his own
promotion. Because of the problems you have with ywu do your job, but only half-
heartedly. You do the minimum requirements, enot@liplease your supervisor, but
you're working well below your potential.

The owner sees the problem and talks to the overfaee taken him through the
company manual,” the supervisor explains, “and hews what he should be doing. |
give him orders but he always seems to be dragpmghain!”

The next day the owner calls you into his officencerned about your productivity,
and draws out of you the reason for your lack ofivation.

The boss reminds you it was he who gave you thé@idause he saw great potential
in you. He makes it quite clear that you're ultisigitworking for him, not the supervisor.
He further reminds you the overseer is only pasemdnis orders. You suddenly have a
different perspective.

Where once you were just doing enough to satisty goipervisor, you how know the
boss is keeping an eye on you to see if you're hyodf promotion. You submit to the
direction given by your overseer, knowing that ¢tniders actually come from the owner.
Ultimately however, you realize you're accountatidethe boss and all your efforts are
for Him.

The Lord chooses certain ones of us to come inte Ebmpany and appoints
overseers to train and watch over us. These ovwsrgegy have shortcomings but despite
their imperfections, God uses them to pass onndisuctions to help equip us.

As workers for the Lord, we're told:

Work hard, but not just to please your masters whigrey are watching. As slaves of
Christ do the will of God with all your heart. Worlvith enthusiasm as though you're
working for the Lord, rather than people. Eph. 6:6, 7 NLT

... always keeping in mind that no matter who happeato be giving the orders, you're
really serving God. Eph 6:7 MSG

Therefore we submit to His instructions passed onhtough others, but ultimately
“as slaves of Christ'we are answerable to our Boss.

PAUL THE SUPERVISOR

Now it could sound as if we are promoting the kofdelders who don’t speak with
any conviction and authority and merely make sugges...not so! As an overseer, there
were obviously times when the apostle Paul knewag passing on a direct order from
“the Boss.”

Now to the married | command, yet not | but theddy ... 1 Cor. 7:10
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...for you know what commandments we gave you throulé Lord Jesus.
1 Thes. 4:2

When Paul received something from the Lord, he camded and spoke powerfully,
no quarter given. Therefore, we're not promotingimpy leader who can’t speak with
authority when God so leads them.

Please note we'’re also saying their word only hakaity when God tells them to
speak it. Nevertheless, Paul was able to see fferafice between giving a command
from the Lord and being a lord over someone.

Consider the way he spoke after they had been tdlghbasics.

Therefore, though | might be very bold in Christ ttommand you what is fitting, yet

for love’s sake | rather appeal to you ... Phim. &% 9
Now | beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus @tr... Rom. 15:3
Now | urge you, brethren ... Rom. 16:

| do not write these things to shame you, but as In&yoved children to warn you
Cor. 4:14

So Paul would unequivocally speak out what “the Bagquired, but then would
appeal, urge, beg, beseech, and encourage théegdref commanding or shaming them
into submission. He was more interested in theayoty willingly, with goodwill doing
service as to the Lord, not to men.

MUCH MORE
Paul demonstrated that he didn’'t want the saintsetaccountable to him. Instead, he
wanted them to be aware of an ever-present Godidg&h them and leading them.

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyetias in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvatia fear and trembling; for it is
God who works in you both to will and to do Hisapbpleasure. Phil. 2:12,13

They obeyed thuch more”in his absence than when he was present with thafmat
was it that caused this incredible motivatida twork out your own salvatiéd They no
longer had Paul to answer to or looking over tekoulder.

» These people had a vision of God’s destiny for them

* They knew they were being changed from spirituadkliags into spiritual
giants.

* They realized they were sons of God who were tavgnto mature people,
who could do the works that Jesus did and grehiegs.

* They knew God was working in them and through themio this.

* The thought of remaining spiritual wimps was hacrif
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» To stay babies and not grow, or even worse, baudiggpd, brought a sense of
fear and trembling.

Paul desired for them to be persuaded and to amghout of their own free will,
“from the heart” rather than lording it over them and receivingedience through
dictatorial bullying or making them feel guilty. Hgpoke with authority, but never took
authority over them. God\word was to dominate them, not him. He gave the wortthef
Lord without compromise, encouraged them to dauiig left them accountable to the
Lord. The result, as we said, was that they dmi¢h mor&in his absence than when he
was present with them.

AN EXAMPLE

It's an example to all believers in the way we trethers. When we sense we have
something direct from the Lord to pass on to aH®obr sister and deliver it in love, not
in a spirit of control, the person will sense that, with your encouragement, hopefully
receive it.

If they don’t act on it, you have no authority tpeak into the situation... unless
further prompted by the Lord.

So then each of us shall give account of himselfGod. Therefore let us not judge
one another anymore... rR014:12,13

We can sometimes try to help the Holy Spirit do Wik by adding our extra little
piece of advice.

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come ghWill guide you into all truth;”
John 16:13

Hopefully when somebody is convicted and repentdray will in humility submit
themselves to another and be obedient to the 8oeipt

Confess your trespasses to one another, and prayoiwe another, that you may be
healed. James 5:16

This is not about accountability, it's about sulimg@ to one another for your own
benefit, receiving healing and ongoing aspects airytotal salvation come through
confessionRom 10:10.

CHILDREN OR SONS?

There may be those who are thinking, if we're notcaintable and answerable to a
person, it opens the gate for us to be slack irseuvrice.

This would have to be childish thinking. If a beke thinks this way, it reveals how
unaware they are of the very presence of God imthkhey feel they can be better at
answering to someone who would know little abownthin comparison to an all-
knowing God to Whomdll things are naked and open to the eyes of Him.”
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Are we little children who think we can get awaytlwihings, or are we sons and
daughters who are aware that He knows everything?

TICKING THE BOXES

At present, many believers are quite happy withtthditional accountability system.
Anyone of us can “tick the boxes” to impress owstpes. What does “being accountable”
actually mean in the average church? There areetim® can come to services and
prayer meetings, give offerings and because ohddiece are considered to be and
appear to be good “accountable” members. Howewep dn their hearts those same
people know they are probably still living far b&l@od’s best for them.

Even at a more intimate level, a person could Sagm accountable to my home
church leader, we have one-on-one discussions eveek.” When they talk to their
mentor, they can pass the spiritual check list Wtimg colors.

Are you going to the services?

Are you reading your Bible?

Are you praying?

However, they can carefully edit certain parts beit lives and give enough
information to give the impression they're doinglwapiritually. The leader is satisfied
but wonders why the person doesn’t seem to grow.

Traditional “accountability” to man can fall wellhsrt of a standard required to
produce Christ like disciples.

Only a personal relationship with the Lord and assmg directly to Him will
ultimately solve the problem of those who simplieatpt to appease others. Pretending
otherwise and continuing to teach accountabilitytan will only exacerbate the
problem.

ACCOUNTABILITY...SECOND NATURE

We read earlier, how was God workitig” them“to will and to do His good
pleasure™?

Paul equipped his disciples to be sheep who knod/sBmice. The Lord talked to
them and they were accountable to Him for whatriducted them to do.

Knowing that He has great plans for us should bso#ivating force for us to talk to
and be answerable to Him on a daily basis. Obwotls$ kind of understanding wilift
our standard of behavior ... not lower it.

On the other hand, if we feel we're to be accouetdab people, human nature can
instinctively behave selfishly and as a result,deehe minimum requirements to merely
satisfy those who are around us.

We are told to serve;

“not with eye service, as men pleasers, but as s@mndants of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart, ... " Eph. 6:6

We can see we're not working for others, tryingrtpress them or show how good

we are. We're servants of the Boss and only whanhfthally sinks into our minds can
we really do it from the heart, rather than for egevice or show.
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New believers may feel they have to be accountebtleir spiritual parents: Whilst
this is a natural response, we must, as soon asibpmshave them understand the
difference between submission and accountabiliheyTcan then be weaned from the
natural desire to be accountable to a “father” he supernatural desire of being
answerable tthe Father.

Christ is the Head of the church directing evengka part of His Body. (1 Cor. 11:3)
Therefore, as He leads each particular member tthelo part in equipping, directing,
guiding, guarding, encouraging and helping eackrotie can submit to each one’s God-
given assignment. However, at the end of the darenaccountable to the Head for
what we do with their instruction, gifts and asmnste to us.

This should be a totally natural progression asgrow from little children to sons
who are led by the Spirit.

When you hear from and are directed by the Lord, bang accountable to Him
instinctively becomes second nature.

TWO EARS, ONE MOUTH

We’'re equipped with two ears and one mouth. Usmtheoportionately so we spend
more time listening and less time in fruitless tdratWhen encouraging or advising
others, if we only speak the words He gives usy thidl have the authority of heaven
behind them. As a result, our word, like the wasfidesus, will have power and authority
and achieve a result.

Death and life are in the power of the tongue... Prov. 18:2

ELDERS ACCOUNTABILITY

There is great responsibility for those who arerchuelders. There are many
Christians whose lives (and sometimes their faithye been shipwrecked because of
presumptive authority. Elders do not hold cartenbee, or free-hand jurisdiction over
others, and they need to ensure that any directiacorrection is coming directly from
the Lord.

The Father told Jestis.what to say and how to say it.” John 12:49 NIV

Elders will stand accountable before the Lord toe tirection and correction they
give.

... for they watch out for your souls, as those whaish give account. Heb. 13:17
Therefore, elders have a God given authority tachethe word of God without
compromise, equip saints to be led by the Spirt #en, as the Lord leads them, give
words that will help the saints keep on track. Likaul they can urge, beseech, beg and

encourage without guilt trips or bullying tactics.

...let not many of you become teachers, knowing tiva¢ shall receive a stricter
judgment. James 3:1

As mentioned earlier, they are not accountable ¢al @r what you do with their
instruction...you are.
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TITLES OR FUNCTION!

One of the dividing lines between the ministry dtaity” has been that of titles. A
person calling an equipper, "Pastor so and so",areate a sense of someone being
superior to the average Christian and that we dweentsome kind of special reverence.
This can bring the accountability factor into pkyain with a believer perceiving them as
their spiritual boss. The bible talks of oversaererms of being among, not above.

“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all theck, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers ...” Acts 20:28

The New Testament talks of authority in a particideea in terms of function. In
other words, the emphasis is more on the job timthe title. God’s more interested in
some fulfilling a role, (pastoring/shepherding fostance), rather than being called a
pastor. Paul doesn’t call an overseer an officedreaHe calls the jobda noble taskl
Tim. 3:1 NIV.

If we’re going to place an office or title on evanynistry gift, why do we have to stop
at “Pastor™?

And God has appointed these in the church: first agtles, second prophets, third
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of heals, helps, administrations, varieties of
tongues. 1 Cor. 12:28

If we look at all the ministry gifts in 1 Cor. 182vhy can’'t we give people the title
according to their gifts?

Miracle Worker Jones,

Healer Smith,

Administrator Brown,

Tongue Talker Green.

This is obviously over the top, yet we seem to tr@ent giving our overseers titles.

This has been a traditional hand-me-down, and wédeming innocent enough, it has
the propensity to help create (in some overseers)var-inflated view of themselves. It
can also perpetuate a thought that those who drelders or overseers have a second
class ministry.

Jesus was totally antagonistic toward those whotedato give themselves a title or
position for the sake of public praise or promirenc

“Do not call anyone on earth your father; for Onesiyour Father, He who is in heaven.
And do not be called teachers; for One is your Tkac, the Christ.
But he who is greatest among you shall be your senv’ Matt. 23:9-11

The bible obviously does refer to teachers, and €alled himself a father. There’'s a
difference, however, between being given a teachitg and being called “teacher” by
your students. There’s a difference between beifagleer to someone and being called
“father” by them.
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What Jesus was attacking here was a heart attitidse seeking titles were doing it
so they could be seen as greater and lord it adber® Those who are truly great, get on
with the job of teaching, pastoring or fatheringt tooking for some pre-eminence or
title so they can boss others around, but seeemsklves “among” the others. They see
their particular gifting not above anybody elsefigg, simply just their part of the Body
ministry.

RESPECT?

“What about respect for overseers”, you may bekihg?

We're to have equal respect for every part of tleelyBof Christ, knowing that each
part has an important role to play. Those ovesse#io have gifted authority from God
will gain respect as their anointed teaching, wisdod spiritual gifts are ministered with
a servant’s heart, not by enforcing respect thrditlgs or position given to them.

“Honor your father and mother” which is the first ommandment with promise: “that
it may be well with you and you may live long oretkarth.” Eph.6:2,3

This applies to natural parents and spiritual pareAs we give honor to those
mothers and fathers in the Spirit, we can recelgsding as well as bless them.
(1 Tim. 5:17)

FOR HIM AND TO HIM
Also, when we act as servants toward our brothedssesters in Christ, we’re not only
doing it for Him, but also to Him.

“Assuredly | say to you, inasmuch as you did itdoe of the least of these My brethren,
you did it to Me.” Matt. 25:40

Obviously because we are all parts of His Body, @hdst is in us, as we serve one
another, we also serve Him. Whilst many may knloev$cripture, have we renewed our
minds and seen Christ in our wives, husbands, brstand sisters and served the Christ
in them? In other words, if Jesus lived in our leoriow would we treat Him? If we
really did this, and served the Christ in them, howch better would the daily service
be?

REWARDS
Whilst our motivation should be that we know wefreasing God, realize also that
God encourages us to do this because it releag@ataal principle of blessing.

..with good will doing service, as to the Lord, amét to men, knowing that whatever
good anyone does, he will receive the same fromlLtbed ... Eph. 6:7, 8

Also, being ultimately accountable to the Lord vé@tisure that your mind is going to

be on Him even more, and will help improve yourwgrg relationship with Him.
Besides, you won'’t be disappointed if those yogeeving don’t appreciate what you're
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doing. If you're doing it for Him and to Him, | kmothat He doesn’t miss one act of
kindness or love, therefore you can't be disapgaint

FALSE EXPECTATIONS

When we feel we're working for someone else, a wde instance, serving her
husband or vice versa, usually that person worprepate everything we’'ve done for
them. As a result, we can judge them, get upseeapdct that they should’'ve noted our
efforts and given us more thanks or some rewarcowdver, when we do it “with
goodwill doing service as to the Lord, and not tenyi we don’t place this same high
level of expectation upon them. That way, if n@ @ompliments your work, it doesn’t
really matter. However, if someone does give cretiiére it's due, you can regard it as a
bonus.

What can happen when we do everythirg to the Lort? We can release others
from our unjust expectations and appreciate thatively precious little they have to
offer, without demanding or expecting more.

Herein lies another reward; with accountabilityHan, instead of being angry or
depressed, we can now replace it with peace and joy
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SUMMARY

1. Submission means to yield to someone’s advickrection.
However accountability means you are actually anglte or responsible to another
for your actions.

2. Believers are to submit to other believers waweeha God given instruction.
They are however, accountable to God, not to man.

3. Example: At work you can be under a supervidoo velays the boss’s orders to
you. You submit to those instructions but yoel @timately accountable to the boss.

4. We are to submit to our overseers (elders) wheyrelay God’s word or instruction
to us. Nevertheless we are accountable and answecghe “Boss” for what we do
with those instructions.

5. The apostle Paul passed on the orders frorhditethen he urged, beseeched,
appealed and encouraged. He wanted them to dbimghy for the
Lord, not out of a guilt trip or because he wasing over their shoulder.

6. Anyone can “tick the boxes” of attendance gngkear to be accountable. At a
personal level we can edit parts of ourtiif@ppease our mentors.

7. Only “little children” think they can get awayith things. Realizing that the Lord
sees everything and we are to be accountalben is the ultimate solution.

8. Paul’s disciples were obediemhtich moréin his absence because of their
relationship with the Lord. A believer whoSgirit led will instinctively become
accountable to God.

9. We have functions, not spiritual titles.
We father, but we are not called father.
We teach, but are not called teacher.

10. Do everything as unto the Lord, not to man. ¥an then release others from your
unjust expectations.

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What was the greatest truth you discovered?
2. What was the point you least understood?
3. What can you apply in your life this week?
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CHAPTER 3

"COVERED” OR “SMOTHERED"?

As mentioned earlier, in some circles there is hewr telling us we need to be
“covered” by a particular church or denominatioriaetr in turn provides some form of
spiritual protection. For those Christians who mogé in a traditional church structure, the
question often asked is, “Who’s your covering?”

In other circles, the word “covering” may not bged, but the message conveyed is
that by simply being a member or attending meetioigthe particular organization or
group, there lays spiritual security or safety.thgs teaching sustainable from God’s
word, or simply another of man’s traditions whiah turn, makes God's word less
effective?

We have left this subject till now because it waseatial to understand biblical
authority, submission and accountability before taekled it. In reality, biblically
speaking, it would be more appropriate to ask, Whmm are you submitted?” rather than
“Who is your covering?”

“Surely they're simply different words for the sathéng!” you may think.

In many situations this is possibly the case, \thih true understanding of submission
being taught and the word “covering” being usecehtzompass it. However, in other
cases, the “covering” teaching contains aspectsiwtion’t fit into biblical submission.
It's these false concepts we’re dealing with hese, when we mention the word
“covering” in this instance, we’re referring to isscriptural use.

“HEAD” QUARTERS COVERING

First of all, as previously mentioned, the covertegching can imply there’s some
protection simply by being a member of a particldaoup. Submission, on the other
hand, implies a submitting to “one another”, thatto other individual Christians.
Therefore, we cannot submit to a denomination, ramgdion or entity. We can only
submit directly to believers.

Secondly, whilst “covering” can imply that attendangives you safety, submission
implies that servanthood and obedience provide®ption and blessing.

Thirdly, the “covering” teaching has evolved out afpecking order or “chain of
command” leadership model. The “layman” answerth&pastor, the pastor answers to
someone with more authority, e.g. a district suigery and then it traces back to the
highest ranked leader, a mother church or denommatheadquarters. The “covering”
flows down from “head” quarters.

The obvious question then must be; “Who covershilghest authority?” The only
answer which can be offered is, “God”, and that&aptural reply. But if God “covers”
the highest authority, why is it He can’t be dibgaovering the pastor, or even (dare we
say it) ... the “layman”?
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OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT

As we've already mentioned biblically, the “covegitby man” teaching has little
backing. In the Old Testament, it was not usedtspity in connection with submission
to one another.

In the following Scriptures there can be no mistak® the covering is.

He shall cover you with His feathers, and under Higngs you shall take refuge.
Ps.91:4

Hide me under the shadow of Your wing. s.P7:8
The Lord is the covering.
That concept is sustained by Jesus.

“How often | wanted to gather your children togetheas a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings...” Matt 23:37

The word, “covering” is used only once in the Neastament (1 Cor. 11:3-16) and is
mentioned in relation to the natural covering oivaman’s head and from a spiritual
aspect, the honoring of the headship of a hushatitkir home.

In this biblical example, God reveals His “chainamimmand”, so-to-speak from His
“Head” quarters.

But | want you to know that the head of every mas Christ, the head of woman is
man, and the head of Christ is God. 1Cor.11:3

Thehead of every man ihrist!!
The denominational “headquarters” or "minister aot the head of every man, Jesus
Christ is.

It's also showing that although the husband ishibad of his wife, they are mutually
inter-dependent. The Scriptures go on to say:

Nevertheless, neither is the man independent of vaamnor woman independent of
man, in the Lord. V11

We can see that the 1 Cor. 11 examples dmmipturally give substance to the theory
that there’s covering for believers from an orgatian or man. In fact, it teaches the
opposite. This is a picture of a family being miifuanter-dependent and directly
dependent on protection, guidance and relationstigh the Lord, not under the
“covering” of a senior minister, church or denontios.

A PAIN IN THE NECK
We are also reminded:

..Christ is the head of the church;...we are membefdis body. Eph 5:23, 30
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For a hand to function correctly in a naturadly, it has to receive a message directly
from the brain. Jesus is “the Brains” of Kgiritual Body and we are His hands, feet, and
so forth.

If God wanted to use you as “a hand” for Hinowhwould you most effectively
operate? You could read books on what a hand iposa@gol to do. You could listen to
CD’s on how a hand functions. You could be traibgcequippers and hear what they or
other hands have done. All those things would ieflile But in the end, if you are to be
an effective hand, you need to hear directly frahe‘Brain.”

Every believer has the potential to hear diyeitom, and be led by, the Head. If this
were achieved, the Body would be incredibly effextand many of our present problems
would be resolved.

Using the head and body parable, some may atigaiea hand doesn’t operate
independently. It's connected to a wrist, an armg @ shoulder, all of which work
together to achieve a goal.

Any parable has its limitations.

If you go beyond the specific truth it is atfgting to convey, you can end up missing
the main point. In a natural body, even if bodytpare connected, each still receives its
orders from the brain. No part moves under its @@wer nor independently controls
another.

We are to learn to hear directly from our Head, @awering, and be led to do individual
or corporate ministry.

Where do our equippers fit into the Body conceptieylare part of the Body with an
initial job description to connect each Body parthie Head so each one can hear directly
from the Lord.

Secondly, as spiritual lifeguards, they’'re éodn the lookout for any spiritual diseases
that may effect that communication.

Tradition has made some ministers think thairtpart in the Body is to be the neck.
They feel their job is to receive messages fromLibrel and direct the Body. No wonder
so many parts of the Body are dysfunctional. Inrs¢heases where ministers have not
equipped people to hear from God, they've simplgdoee a pain in the neck and the
Body feels the side effects and as a result ...hesc

HOLES IN THE THEORY

Thousands of ministers, some extremely wellvkmohave quit full time ministry,
gone off the rails or fallen morally. The majority these were supposedly under the
protection and covering of their denominations,

Surely it must be obvious to everyone thenmas special kind of carte blanche
safeguard through being “covered” by head offi€& doesn’t work for the leaders, how
is it going to help other believers?

Nevertheless, the covering teaching is stilhpgerpetuated by many of those who
can see major holes in the theory. Why is thisefalseculation still being perpetuated?

First of all, there are many good hearted andese leaders who've just accepted the
chain of command type teaching which the “coverimg@ncept promotes, because
they've simply trusted the head office teachingsv@itheless there are other reasons.
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WHAT ABOUT ERROR?

Secondly, there are those who would wish to detbedcovering teaching and would
be quick to point out there needs to be protectiom every wind of false doctrine.
Creating the fear of falling into error would stitys, they would reason.

The apostle Paul birthed churches and stayed Wemtfor less than one year (in
some cases) and about two or three years in o#tmetshen moved on. He didn’t talk
fearfully about the need for a covering. He’'d ladsolid foundation, which was a
personal relationship with the Lord and being lgdHis Spirit. Because he knew their
foundation of accountability to the Lord was subhe, had an optimistic view of the
churches and the work of the Holy Spirit.

...being confident of this very thing, that He who ka&egun a good work in you will

complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. Phil. 1:6
And we have confidence in the Lord concerning ydagth that you do and will do the
things we command you. 2 Thel3st

Therefore | rejoice that | have confidence in youn everything. 2 Cor. 7:16

Having confidence in your obedience, | write to yoknowing that you will do even
more than | say. Phim. vs 21

I am fully convinced, dear brothers and sisters,athyou are full of goodness. You
know these things so well that you are able to teathers about them.
Rom. 15:14 NLT

Paul is convinced by faith not fear. He motivatessaints through confidence, not by
concerns of failure.

Parents can stop their kids from swimming in thepdend of the pool by continually
telling them they could drown. Alternatively, theguld teach them to swim.

Leaders can continuously keep believers in feasiking through error or... they
could teach them to avoid going under by hearirgnfrand being accountable to the
Lord.

CULTS?

“It's great to be positive but what about cults®uymay be thinking. Obviously some
people can go off the track. How did Paul proteet ¢hurch from cultish teaching? The
foolish Galatians, who were seriously going off taéds, were simply sent a letter, with
Paul giving them the truth. In his letter, he destoates his confidence in (both) them
and the Lord, and trusts that the truth will senthfree.

| am confident in the Lord that you will take no ber view. The one who is throwing
you into confusion will pay the penalty, whoever heay be. Gal. 5:10 NIV
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Yes, cults do cut themselves off from the Body bfi§t, but the protection policy of
covering can promote the same thing. We can behtawgtingly or unwittingly to
distrust other parts of the Body of Christ.

Christians are to be equipped, growing from spatibabies into sons and fathers and

...by reason of use have had their senses exercisedigcern both good and evil.
(Heb. 6:14)

If this is done, can’t their equippers, just asilRAd, have confidence in their ability
to discern if something is wrong in the Spirit? Hald Paul find out the problem?
Someone with discernment must have told him!

After basic equipping of the Spirit led life, thecemes a time when the equippers
must have faith and trust the Lord and the seedisithf they've planted.

If they can't, is it an indication that they've iimad the people to be dependent on them
and the church meetings, rather than on the Lord?

If trained correctly and error does come in, thaiggers simply need to remind the
believers of the foundational basics ... just as Rzl If the leaders have earned their
respect, they'll receive it, and “the truth shatt shem free”... just as it did with the
Galatians.

THE JUDAS FACTOR

Obviously, there will be the odd rebel, who, likedds, won't listen to anyone. Sadly,
for those with a “Judas spirit” there’s a penatiypay. There are also going to be prodigal
sons who think they know it all and wind up in #p@&l pig pens. However, it's
interesting to note that the Bible doesn’t recdral tthe prodigal’'s father bombarded his
son with all the negatives of “covering” and kephhn his house through fear.

He was wise enough to know that there are somewbascan only learn through the
“school of hard knocks”. Instead, that father képt door wide open, waiting for his
child to return. Finally, when the son came to $esses, he realized, even though he’'d
made a mistake, his father truly loved him and wstded there was provision for him
there.

In these days, the Lord is releasing His childierihe midst of it, some will be totally
rebellious, some just wanting to do their own thing

How do we handle situations like this? By speakhmgtruth in love and releasingy
acting in fear and restricting? There’s a fine Ibeween God’s guidance and legalistic
direction.

The element of protection that “covering” teachprgmotes, whilst, perhaps, given
with sincere intention, is an over-emphasis thasgoeyond what the Scripture provides.
If anyone provided perfect protection, it was JesBsrfect equipping, perfect guidance,
perfect love, yet Judas didn’t respond to it. Jdswsv what was going on, yet He still
released Judas into ministry with the oth&gen whenJudas’betrayal was imminent,
He spoke to him about it and even called Hinend”.

No matter how good our equipping is, there willthe occasional Judas. Let's not
over react and restrict the others simply becadsear of rebellion in the occasional
individual.
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ANOTHER FEAR?

As we've said, in the majority of cases there caralgenuine concern for the saints
going into error, there is another area which need® guarded against

For those of you who have a potential equipping mistry, please take note.

In recent years, church growth has been at theréoreof some church leaders’
visions. Growth of the church is a good thing, @lurse. However, in our present
traditional system, this equates to growth of thehers in a particular congregation.

Success can be evaluated on how many attend serara the building program.
Unfortunately, as a result, there is a (not solsyptessure to keep up attendance figures.
Denominational or peer pressure from other mirsséeid to the stress. The real fear and
concern can be that the sheep may stray, whiclitseasuloss of humbers, income and
prestige. Therefore, the “covering” teaching carubed as a scare tactic to hold people.

Even some of you will distort the truth in order graw a following. Watch out!
Acts 20:30 NLT

FEED THE NEED

Most Christians are aware that their single equigpenister) cannot provide all the
spiritual food needed to bring them to perfectids.a result, we have many Christians
who are spiritually moonlighting, “sneaking” intdher congregations to satisfy their
hunger. Because of the fear of being branded “liebel, or a sense of guilt because
they've left the “covering” of their church, theg’'made to feel like naughty little kids or
spiritual truants. In fact, where does the probteally lie?

Equippers need to be aware that spiritual truasagmpant and cannot be resolved
through fear. They need to identify the problemrovdng saints need a variety of
spiritual food and the opportunity to minister.

Theentire equipping teamis needed for every saint, with a mind-set toteeewvhole
geographical community church grow. The answeky@se mentioned earlier, is to see
more cross-pollination of the equipping gifts ire local scene. This requires more than
having an occasional visiting speaker for the wadke

SPIRITUAL PRIDE
There’s also an extremely negative aspect of gpiripride that can creep in through
the "covering" teaching. Immature saints can regfaedhselves as spiritually superior, or
more blessed, on the basis of having a certairopesorganization as their “covering”
This produces a sectarian spirit of partisgmsbr divisiveness, separation and
isolation, all of which weaken the unity of the idahurch in an area. Paul saw the
propensity for this trouble and begged the church:

Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name of olord Jesus Christ, that you all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisiammong you, but that you be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and judgnt. 1 Cor. 1:10

What caused the divisions?
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Now | say this, that each one of you says, “I amBul,” or “I am of Apollos” or “I
am of Cephas” or “I am of Christ”. brC1:12

Which one was the correct answer? Today, many waioidarly declare, “I am of the
Baptists,” or “I am of the Anglicans,” or “I| am @hrist.” In future, when somebody
asks you the question, “Which church do you beltm®j what will your answer be? “I
amof ....?"

So 'that you be perfectly joined togetlieand we“all speak the same thinglet’s be
outlandishly bold and start declaring we’re parHas church ... not a church.

HOUSE OF THE LORD

Alongside the covering teaching, there is alscsame quarters, a reference to “The
House of the Lord”, with “the house” referred targea particular local congregation.

At best, it should be referred to as “a housénefliord” not “the house” but that isn’t
the real concern. Whilst, on the surface, callimg lbcal congregatiothe "house of the
Lord" may seem harmless, we're going to deal witlo areas of tradition which can
come into play because of it.

First of all, in bible terms, the “house” of therdas where His presence dwells. Most
of the House of the Lord teaching comes from tliecolvenant where His presence was
in the Tabernacle or Temple. Ex. 30:36. Howewurader our new covenant He;

“does not dwell in temples made with hands”. Acts 27

We've dealt with this in an earlier teaching ansliather obvious He no longer dwells
in a church building so a building cannot be Hisuke

WE’'RE HIS HOUSE
In the New Testament, the Lord refers to His Handevo ways:
First of all, He lives in the individual believer.

... do you not know that your body is the temple loé tHoly Spirit who is in you.
1 Cor. 6:19

Do you not know that you are the temple of God athét the Spirit of God dwells in
you. 1 Cor. 3:16

Secondly, all Christians across the entire plaogtarately become His Home.
...but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose tous are ... Heb. 3:6

you also, like living stones, are being built uptena spiritual house ...
1 Peter 2.5 NIV., Heb. 10:2Eph. 2:20-21

Whilst the mature majority of us might say we'reaaiev of these Scriptures, what can

happen to us if, every week we hear constantly;
“Welcome to the House of the Lord.”
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“Isn’t it great to be in the House of the Lord?”

Faith, good or bad, comes by hearing. The notubtles impression gained by
continual hearing is - the building is the hou$éhé¢ building is His house, obviously, we
need to come and visit every week. We come anah gmd out of His presence. Because
of the constant references we can now feel we airgglreally faithful believers because
we come to His house.

This has the potential to take us right back im® old covenant thinking; when we
leave His house then, we'’re leaving Him. Also, ¢hean be a subtle guilt trip associated
with it. If the church building is His house, as@nmitted Christian, you should come by
His House each week to pay your respects.

The truth is, you cannot be welcomed into (or beHis house becausgu’re His
house. When you leave, He leaves with you.

“This is spiritual nit-picking”, you may be thinkin yet again, it's a little tradition
which, when added to others, provides an accumelé&iaven effect.

Do you not know that a little leaven leavens theald lump? 1Cor.5:6

As we've already said, faith comes by hearing, gnedweekly reminders of “This is
the House of the Lord,” will slowly do its work. tiuts across the major truth that He
wants to restore. We are His House, His presenaghsus all the time, and He wants to
lead us from within. He doesn’t want this truthlptdd by an untruth.

FATHER OF THE HOUSE

The second challenge is once the perception tlealottal congregation is the House
of the Lord is ingrained in someone’s thinking,etihhousehold terminologies now come
into play. If the congregation is considered “thkbuse then, by inference, each
individual house has to have an individual heatheffamily. Even though it may not be
stated, who then, can be recognized as the he#ltediouse ... the “senior minister?”
Who then, are his children ... all the church mentb&sviously, the children serve the
head of the house, and what the head says goes!

This can lead to a perception that the ministez {tbad) has the vision for all of his
children. Apparently, anyone who isn’'t obedientttte father” or who leaves home can
be considered a rebel or prodigal son.

HIS HOUSE

On the other hand, if we view the House of the Lsgdpturally as the entire Body of
Christ, we automatically have just one Head of¢harch and One Father. This avoids
any propensity to gain an inaccurate perception.

We are certainly fathered by equipping ministrieBoge job it is to bring us to
perfection. We can then be directly led by the Eatnd thus, become fathers, (spiritual
parents) to others as well.

Discerning the hearts and minds of those who eleiigvers is the issue here. Those
who want to be served will exhibit a spirit of capitand will have the saints serve them
and their vision. Others who are servants to yoll, exhibit the heart of Christ and
desire to see God’s vision for you fulfilled.
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“And whoever desires to be first among you, let hbe your slave - just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, ang dilis life a ransom for many”.
Matt. 20:27, 28

Again, we can see how the “House of the Lord” teiwwtogy can have detrimental
effects on releasing God’s people

We’'re not against structures, the body is a strectWhat needs to change is the
mindset. If every equipper saw themselves asnhm sense, servants or slaves and, in
another sense, as parents who impart, model addalea release, many of the present
problems would be resolved. Without traditional radges in our heads, it's amazing how
well we can then be led (by and in) the Spirit.

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy amdpty deceit, according to the
traditions of men, according to the basic princigle®f the world, and not according to
Christ. Col. 2:8

A CHALLENGE

Obviously, there are many challenges to overcomeifvant to motivate present day
leaders working together as a unified church.,StiWill start with getting our hearts and
motives renewed so we can build His house, not. MitslIst there are some doubters as
to God’s ability to unify His true church, an emiegy church will come together,
networking with each other in a way we haven'tsen in modern days.

There’s a need to stop putting fear and mistrust fihe saints hearts, rather, to work
towards putting a solid foundation of discernmaribithem through equipping teams.
We can then have confidence that, by far, the ngjof them will grow into the people
of God who can submit to one another but are arablerto Him, not man or
denominations.

| believe the Lord wants to be able to speak peaibpimo every believer and assure
them, “I've got you covered.”

FAITHFUL?

We have mentioned earlier about the conceptattendance at “His House”, equates
in the minds of some believers, to being faithful.

If we study the parables of the talents (M&ttl2-30) and minas (Luke 19:12-27) we
will find that God equates faithfulness with obettie, productivity and fruitfulness.

In the parable of the talents those who usedgifts or abilities God gave them were
told “Well done good and faithful servant; you have bé&athful with a few things, | will
make you ruler over many things.”

Those who had gifts and talents but simplyosathem were given the sack.

“And cast the unprofitable servant into the outeratkness. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” Matt 25:30

“And get rid of this ‘play it safe’ who won't go ouon a limb.” Matt 25:30 MSG
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Those who have received a false concept of vefulness really is are unwittingly
sitting on their God given talents and gifts. Feaidoing something wrong and equating
attendance with faithfulness, has made many “flagfe” believers.

Both the “Covering” and “House of the Lord” tdééngs have the propensity to keep
the minds of believers centered on their corponmatetings rather than on Jesus’ kind of
meetings... meeting with the Father and meeting deels of others.

Let's ensure that we don’t go down the track ofveang” to the point where it
becomes “smothering”.
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SUMMARY

[ERN

. Unscriptural teaching says that there is somd &f spiritual security by simply
attending or being a member of a particulaugror organization.

2. “Covering” has a pecking order or chain of comohéeadership model ending up at
the head quarters.

3. The Head of every man is Christ not the “hegaHrters.

4. Replacing the Head for “a head” creates a sehte need for approval by the
“minister” before attempting anything. This thieads to parts of the body being
paralyzed.

5. The “covering” theory has failed thousands otalted protected leaders who have
fallen morally or gone astray otherwise.

6. It creates a false sense of security and catecspiritual pride.
It can also cause fear, mistrust and suspiather believers resulting in further
division in the Body of Christ.

7. Paul didn't raise his disciples on fear but heahfidence” and wasconvinced”
that the sure foundation he gave them woulgh ikleem on track

8. Each Christian individually ia house of the Lord.
All Christians collectively arthe house of the Lord.
need of the saints talking directly to the Ldteerefore effectively eroding their
relationship with Him and their accountabilibyHim.

9. This forces believers into seeing themselvespagual babies who always need
to be told what to do and who rely on visttshe house to prove their faithfulness.
Faithfulness equates with obedience, prodiigtor fruitfulness...not mere
attendance.

10.There is only one Head of the House and weal&rd and hear from Him anywhere,
anytime. He’s got us covered.

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy ampty deceit, according to the
traditions of men, according to the basic princigl®f the world, and not according to
Christ. Col. 2:8

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What was the greatest truth you discovered?
2. What was the point you least understood?

3. What can you apply in your life this week?

www.spiritled.com.au



I've Got You Covered! 41

CHAPTER 4
PROTECTION - SAINTS OR “CHURCH"?

Those defending the covering teaching would poiat that there needs to be
protection within the church and we would agreehwvtitis. However, where does this
protection come from and how does it operate? tlsrdugh the church (organization) or
the church (the saints)?

Obviously we have spiritual “fathers” in the churetho, like natural fathers, provide
protection for their “children”. However, in thetngal, a child isn’t protected and blessed
simply because they have parents and live in a home

Good parents supply the principles for successiirld. If these principles are taught
and modeled, and their children submit to and imitdoem, their lives are full of
blessing. Similarly, spiritual parents should éhand model a Christ-like nature. If we
are taught by, submit to and imitate them, protectind blessing are provided.

SPIRITUAL HOLES

If, in the natural, the parents don’t model or tegood table manners, for instance,
the flaw will continue in the family. In the Spirihere’s only one perfect Father. The rest
of us have our own strengths and weaknesses.

If we're being equipped by one elder, we must eeathey’ll have spiritual holes or
blind spots and there’ll be inevitable consequenbtésny times, it's not because they
don’t teach truth. It's because they can’t equipimsall truth. They'll have certain
subjects which God has given them authority tohdaat will not be anointed to teach
other topics. Because of their God-given “biasg&ythvill possibly see “their” subjects as
more important than others.

In the natural, a mother and father both have speulividual impartations to give to
their children. If a child is not exposed to all tifese there will be a degree of
dysfunction.

Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teaelte God’s gift to the church for
full impartation. Having just one or two equipp&m leave a hole in your education and
therefore open to error, spiritual attack, or beeatysfunctional in an area in which you
are supposed to minister

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Hos. 4:6
... through knowledge the righteous will be delivered Prov. 11:9

This is the reason the Lord gives us a varietyquiigpers, it ensures all the holes are
covered and blind spots revealed.

Where there is no counsel, the people fall;
But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. Prov. 11:14
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BROTHERS AND SISTERS

In addition to our spiritual school teachers, oldeo brothers and sisters in Christ,
give protection and blessing through interactiatmsission and interdependence.
Let’s look at a few areas where we are to miniteme another:

Edify one another. Rom. 14:19

Exhort one another. Heb. 3:13

Stir one another to love and good works. Heb.40:2
Pray for one another. James 5:16

Confess sins to one another. James 5:16

Support the weak and feeble. 1 Thess. 5:14, 21
Teach one another. Col. 3:16

Love one another. Rom. 13:8

Be submissive to one another. 1 Pet. 5:5

We can see there’s no mystical protection by benmgember of a church. We are
protected by the teaching, encouragement, prayeldaing submitted to those spiritual
parents, brothers and sisters He places aroundhesefore, our total protection and
growth comes from (both) the equippers and therdih@hers and sisters in Christ. If we
don’t get the full impartation of this, how can we&pect to grow into the fullness of
Jesus?

CORPORATE PROTECTION

We have a few Biblical examples of local church lidmges where the Body is
involved, not just the senior minister.

In the first case, (1 Cor. 5:1-5) we have a maitygand unrepentant of horrific sexual
sin. The church at Corinth didn’'t know what acttortake. Paul receives the word of the
Lord for the situation. However, he doesn’t indgtwliscipline himself, and he doesn’t
request the elders to do so either. He asks tl@ewthurch,“when you are gathered
together ... to deliver such a one to Satan for testrdction of the flesh” This was
more than removal of fellowship. It implied a rembwf God’s protective power, to
bring him to a point of repentance. The protectp@ver of the saints, which was
activated through prayer and fellowship, was rerdove

Our point is the whole church (the saints) was iwed in the process, not just an elder
or elders.

We also have another example of corporate protectiwhat happens when someone
wrongs you, but they either can’t see it, or waadmit to it? The solution is given in
Matt. 18:15-17. If a person sins against you, fofsall you're to go to them and restore
fellowship. If that fails, take two or more witloy and, if there’s still no resolution, you
take it to the whole church (the saints). Althowatiers will be involved as part of the
whole church, there’s no direct mention of them di@g the situation alone. The
problem of protection from sin is resolved by thess.

In both these cases of (either) sinning or beingedl against, it ultimately ended up
with action being taken by church members. Is ggilde the “covering” teaching has
taken these corporate involvements out of the haddéhe saints and placed them,
inappropriately, into the hands of "the senior st@i"? Whilst it's true that one of the
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overseers may have the Word of the Lord, as it wiak Paul, the saints don't
automatically pass the problem on “up the peckirtpd and expect “someone upstairs”
to totally handle it.

Paul's word from the Lord, put the ball right baokhe church members’ court!

Our final example is where the early church alsd aachallenge when the widows
were not being distributed food. Yet, the apostésdized that doing this was not part of
their call.

Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the dides and said, “It is not desirable
that we should leave the word of God and serve ¢abl Therefore, brethren, seek out
from among you seven men of good reputation, fufl tbe Holy Spirit and wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this business; but we wille ourselves continually to
prayer and to ministry of the word.” Acts &t2

Notice the apostles saw their role as praying fa equipping the saints. The rest of
the church had to choose the men, not the twelve.

No wonder there are so many ministerial physicdl mental breakdowns. God wants
to release them from the administrative roles agidtigem back concentrating on their
God-given role of equipping the saints and heairiogn God.

As (either) equippers or other church members sggocate needs, leaders should let
the believers make decisions and release those geitid reputation, wisdom and are
Spirit-led. This protects equippers from overwogkiand also protects the believers’
ministry from being usurped.

GREATEST PROTECTION
The best protection or covering comes from the Lidirdself.

He shall cover you with His feathers, and under Higngs you shall take refuge.
Ps.91.4

If we're equipped correctly, our trainers shoul/é& us hearing from the Lord. What
greater security can we have if the Head is diyespleaking to and guiding each part of
His Body?

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean natn your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct yqaths. Prov. 3:5

Also, as we’ve mentioned previously, knowing weaeecountable directly to Him for
our every word and action, is the greatest motigatdrce to keep us on track.

DOING OUR OWN THING?

Even with all this teaching, releasing belisvéw carry out their God given vision
would be criticized by some believing that it caifli kad to people doing what is right in
their own eyes. Freedom out of control can leadnttependence and this is a fair
criticism. We need to address this to ensure tleamaintain balance. The scripture quite
often quoted is:
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In those days there was no king in Israel; everyodid what was right in his own eyes.
Judges 21:25

We must first note that, in this Scripture, the gleodidn’t come under any kind of
rule, “there was no king If we're no longer “little children” but maturmto “sons”, we
now come under the direct kingship of Jesus.

No-one except the Lord can judge another as to kszirt condition in this area. We
can have one person who attends regular churchgeetlaiming to be in submission,
yet still does their own thing during the week. \W@n have another who exhibits a
lifestyle of loving God and loving others withowtgular attendance.

To whom does the scripture apply? Obviously, wdwoesubmit to each other.
However, attending regular corporate meetings iguarantee of this. As we said earlier,
we can all tick the boxes. If we're genuinely legthe Spirit, He will lead us to others
who will have a genuine heart to help and suppertThey will be the kind of people we
can submit to with full confidence.

It's interesting to note that, if a young dog igken a small, fenced suburban yard, as
soon as the gate is left open or there’s a holedrfence ... the dog escapes. However, if
you go out to a farm where there are no fencesnartihe house, where do you find the
dog? He’s on the front porch.

TWO EXTREMES

In the church we can have the two extremes. Onehere we have independently
minded people and the reaction of their leader® ibring in “control”. The other is
where we have controlling leaders and believers att@onever released because of the
control.

Let’'s not get over-reactionary in either case, toytto guide each other back to a
position where we truly understand our roles anélifthem. In both cases, servant
hearts and a desire to be Christ-like will be thg to resolve any problems.

GOING OFF TRACK

Isn’t there a concern that, even if people actueldym to have a King and are left to
be led by the Spirit, there’s still a chance thiegd off track? The “off track” question is
a fair one and there are no guarantees. As meuatja@ven in Jesus’ group of disciples
with direct accountability, one went off track. Hever, we need to investigate the
system God wants us to operate under to best achisvvision so we're not sidetracked
by the occasional Judas who will go off the raillsiny system.

As God is restoring the church, each truth hasledabe saints to be further released
to accomplish His will. We've come a long way sirthe dark ages but now God wants
to take us another step forward. The church hes be track with what has been given
to us but now He wants us to take off!

At present, many church structures could be liket®da steam train having a
destination called “the church vision”. If it keepn track, it will achieve its goals and
have a degree of success. In a steam engine hgwleser are usually just a few working
flat out, driving the train, shoveling coal and gliag the rear. The rest are passengers
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who've paid their fare which supports the systerd #rey're, hopefully, enjoying the
ride.

This system, applied to the church, will allow pleofo stay on track and not go off
the rails. This is because, basically, attendarfeegnce, and encouraging more
passengers to come on board is all that's requoraget to our final destination, heaven.
However, huge amounts of pressure are placed @ twbo are involved in driving the
programs.

There’s a time and a place for a track and it'sluseour initial “train”ing. Jesus, our
role model, trained His disciples and kept themH equipping track for three years.
However, He didn’'t keep training and training arairting. He told them it was to their
advantage for Him to go because He would send addeo they could be led from
within.

‘Ministers’ are to equip and disciple people, chagghem from spiritual babies into
mature Christians led by the Spirit.

ON TRACK OR PROPPED UP?

Those who are afraid of going off track should dymgsk themselves if their present
support system totally fulfills them, and leadsatdaily infilling of peace and joy. On the
other hand, are they like many who, during meetimge momentarily encouraged but
soon go back to a feeling of disillusionment andhptacency? Have they become so
institutionalized, their dependency is on churctvises and programs which keep them
on any kind of track?

Are they going to teaching classes because it'arorgd for them rather than being
excited and driven from within?

Do they go to meetings simply because of the egtiect of other Christians and
ministers?

Are they involved in programs because it's part‘toe church vision” rather than
something God has birthed in their hearts?

Can they share with unbelievers the personal jdyawing a relationship with Jesus or
can they only point to the temporary joy at the timg@

Christians in this position should ask themselvdeetier their present system is
supporting them or simply propping them up.

For many, the one track church vision limits themonf doing what God requires.
Thus, this tradition makes the Word of God of neefin the lives of many.

If we don’t have the weekly congregational supsydtem, one might argue, that the
church would degenerate into a group of people glmiathing. If that's the case, it
reveals the actual spiritual level of those paléicpeople and the true effect of years and
years of spiritual information. They've obviousBmained little children. We know this
because they're still relying on the milk, the loagiining or hearing basic teaching,
week after week, year after year. In other wothksy're still only school children who
haven’t gone on to perfection — being Jesus imiato

Sons are led by the Spirit. Sheep know His voice.

Jesus said:

“My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me arfohish His work”.
John 4:34 KJV
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Meat is not more spiritual information or a “de€peord. Meat is doing the will of
Him who sent them.

Sadly, there are many who, without an inward relia@taand change, wouldn’t survive
without the present track they're on.

Praise God for the progress the church has mathk,sout can we now take a further
step forward toward His total restoration of Hiopke? It's time for those who've been
trained to graduate and start doing His works

CAN THIS TAKE OFF?

Can we actually live a life free of a structuregport system? Yes! However, you can
only be successful in this system by being a Slaidtbeliever. Your equipping will have
opened your eyes to new freedoms. You're empoweretdby the weekly sermon, but
by a realization of what He has done for you, magy relationships with Him which
will create an inner desire to serve Him.

You're totally convinced that He is the only answeothers’ problems and you can't
help but to draw others to Him. You now see thedseof others as more important than
your own. As a result, the power of the Spirit nflews so naturally through you, you
see gifts of the Spirit, healing, and fruit of tBgirit as a regular part of your life.

There is a price for this kind of flight, the comacs decision to become a servant and
slave. The excitement, peace and joy received fiteenspecial orders He has for you
creates the wind beneath your wings and lifts ymindr so you look forward to your
next days’ outing with Him.

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew theireangth; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles,... Isaiah 40:31

Do we want to get people off the rails? You betglea fly. If you stay on the track,
repeating the same journey year after year, eviytyau’ll become bored, frustrated
and unfulfilled.

In our next chapter, we’ll be discussing the edifgstyle.
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SUMMARY

1. The Lord provides us covering or protectiorfilst of all giving us apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teath@guip us.
We need all of their input to avoid spirithales which can leave us open to spiritual
attack, error or leave us dysfunctionalum ministry calling.

2. Secondly, He gives us other believers to eragmj care, and pray for us.
Protection through one another is appropliégtemutual interdependence and
submission.

3. This means each of us understands we canrfetpeurselves or totally fulfill our
God given destiny without the help of others.
In humility we are open to be encouragediemted, or guided by any believer who
comes with the Word of the Lord.

4. We realize that what we say to others needsrtee from the Lord and not simply
from off the top of our heads. It meansltoddance on the Lord, hearing from Him,
as a result, using that authority or Hisagoto minister.

5. To avoid going off the rails we need an alitirain”ing track provided b
However, Jesus didn’t keep endlessly trg@ind training His disciples. He told
them it was for their advantage for Him togp that they could be led by the Holy
Spirit.

6. Spirit led equippers will train their disaggl for a season and then release them to be
led by the Spirit.

7. Most will succeed...some will fail. KnowingahJudas went off track even under
the direct leadership of Jesus should nuskaware that some failures are inevitable.

8. Those who remain in training mode will exedly become institutionalized,
complacent and unfulfilled.

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What was the greatest truth you discovered?
2. What was the point you least understood?

3. What can you apply in your life this week?
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CHAPTER 5

FROM PET PARROTS TO EAGLES

There have been many Christians inspired and ygued by the following scripture:

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew theirength; They shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weatgy shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

As a result there have been books written about Gbwistians are to be eagles and
countless sermons exhorting us to soar. Nevertheleany believers have been taught
only one aspect of waiting upon the Lord.

They've prayed to receive this supernatural lifhey waited...and waited...and
waited... with little or no results. After all the gyer, they're still weary and they feel
their strength is not renewed. Soaring like an eagems to be achieved by only a
handful of believers with the majority flapping atbpseemingly grounded. If we know
it's God’s will for us to be eagles, why is it thae are not taking off? In this scripture,
the word “wait” means to become one with the Lord.

Jesus said;l and My Father are one.” (John 10:30).This does not necessarily
involve a “touchy-feely” presence. We become onthwlim when we become of one
mind with Him.

How then is this achieved?

JESUS THE EAGLE

Jesus is our model of how we are to achieve aredagstyle. First of all, He didn’t
continually pray and wait for God to do everything Him. Secondly, He wasn’t waiting
for the Father to inject Him with some extra sup¢unal energy. He had already received
the power of the Holy Spirit at the beginning osHhinistry. Potential power wasn’t the
issue...unlocking and releasing that power was.

What happened with Jesus when He waited on the?Lord

In a restaurant, a waiter waits! They wait for adev from the person they're serving.
Without the order, they're ineffective and are uealo do their job. Once the order is
given to them they are empowered to carry out ¢ggiest. Jesus waited upon His Father
and listened for His orders. Knowing what was irs lHather's mind, He became one
with Him.

“For | did not speak of my own accord, but the Fagh who sent me commanded me
what to say and how to say it. So whatever | sajs what the Father told me to say.”
John 12:49-50, NIV

“...1 tell you in truth, the Son can do nothing by Iniself, he can only do what he sees

the Father doing, because whatever the Father ddhs, Son also does...”
John 5:19, NIV
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Faith comes by hearing a “rhema” or a live wordrfrthe Lord. When God spoke
direct rhema words to Jesus, it empowered Him wighauthority and faith to carry out
the orders given. Day-by-day, or moment-by-momeatwduld be given words by God
to rise up and preach the gospel, heal the sielancle the lepers, raise the dead and cast
out demons. Each faith order enabled Him to reneexchange His strength for God’s,
or, in other words, to release the power of theiSple was revitalized, relying on God’s
seed words for strength as He soared from one péosihe next. His vision was to carry
out the will of the Father. He didn’t know what M&s doing from one day to the next
and was totally dependent on the Lord for His ingions (James 4:13-14). The Spirit of
the Lord became the wind beneath His wings.

IT'S ABREEZE

“You know well enough how the wind blows this waypdathat. You hear it rustling
through the trees, but have no idea where it coniesn or where it's headed next.
That's the way it is with everyone born from abolsg the wind of God, the Spirit of
God.” John 3:8 MSG

The Bible tells us that being Spirit led isradze.

Every‘born from abovebeliever can be led and lifted just as Jesus Magse who
desire to be eagles will need to have the confidema/or trust that Jesus wants them to
do what He did.

His prayer was that all believers could reach gl of maturity wherebjthey may
be one just as We are oneBut the purpose of this oneness was more far-ragadhian
simply being made righteous, for this Scriptureggoe to say'...that the world may
believe that You sent Me.” (John 17:21-22)he ongoing powerful effects of being of
one mind with the Lord would grab the world’s atten.

BLOWN AWAY!

The early church realized they were destined totmecone with Him; to be lifted and
blown by the wind of the Holy Spirit and fly jus$ desus did. They simply believed what
He had told them.

“Most assuredly | say to you, he who believes in ,M&e works that | do will he do also
and greater works than these will he do.” JohA:12

They imitated the Lord and waited upon Him, andeveo empowered through His
instructions they turned the world upside down.

However, throughout the Dark Ages, the truth waslpdd from the church feather-
by-feather until the church became grounded. Ealiytthe idea that leaders, let alone
followers, could duplicate the works of Jesus wass@lered as feasible as flying to the
moon.

Restoration began with the likes of Martin Luthend then the truths of water baptism
and baptism in the Holy Spirit were added. Manyeothuills of truth have emerged and
today we can say the church is covered with maagltyical feathers. But even with all
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this new plumage of restored knowledge, many bet&have not been able to soar and
instead feel like they are caged.
However, the Lord wants us to be lifted and bloway by the breeze of the Holy Spirit.

PET PARROTS

Whilst it is encouraging to talk about a high flgitife, some church goers have felt
more like pet parrots than eagles. As we know, diwaers of pet parrots gain great
pleasure out of hand feeding them and showing ttemthers. As a result of being
caged, they're confined in their activities andcdugse they can’'t enjoy the natural
pleasure of flying, other things are placed in¢hge to keep them amused. Some things
in the cage keep them distracted and entertainadirfor is sometimes provided which
keeps them looking at themselves. They are alswettao talk, but can only repeat what
their owner teaches them to say.

Those believers who feel like pet parrots are uguyabvided with all the care and
counseling they need. They are hand-fed with wedppred spiritual food every week.
As a result, they know their bible, can repeatptares, but still can’t fly and soar,
therefore entertainment is provided. There can ladssan emphasis @elf reflection and
so they’re occupied with weekly meetings, instebtheeting with the Lord and meeting
the needs of others.

In some cases their captivity is not a physical &uhental mindset. They've been
convinced that, basically, as long as they attemayeweek, don’t peck at the others and
come along for the ongoing hand-feeding prograngy tlare fulfilling their role.
However, even with all the counseling, care andlebiknowledge, they become
dissatisfied. They go out for altar calls...but nothalters. In their hearts they know that
something’s missing. For many, that frustratioraliyy leads to a sense of pessimism.
Their only hope of soaring is on the day they diben they will get their heavenly wings
and fly to that great aviary in the sky.

THE ONE WINGED PARROT

There is a second group of believers who, althabhgly feel partially released, still
sense they fit in the parrot category. Some peteosvikeep their parrots permanently
caged, but others, realizing the birds need grdatexdom, allow them out. Complete
liberty is, however, not an option and to stop theom leaving the house, the owners
continually clip the feathers on one wing. Thi®al a degree of freedom but, as the bird
attempts to fly, it can only flutter around in des.

There have been some believers who've been equijopelde work of their ministry
to some degree. They've been trained to move ingifite of the Spirit, pray for the sick,
but are basically confined to “in house” prograrisen with the restoration of home
churches, most of the ministry takes place in tleetng. Those who sense they have a
limited element of freedom will gain a degree ofigaction. Finally, after ministering
“in house” year after year, they can feel theygoig around in circles and end up dizzy
and exhausted.

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spioit the Lord is, he gives freedom.
2 Cor. 3:17, NLT

www.spiritled.com.au



I've Got You Covered! 51

Jesus, our eagle model, did not confine His mipistra weekly meeting. His gifts and
power were released as He went about doing goothealthg all.

THE “MY PEOPLE” VISION

Because they purchased them, parrot owners hatetorer the future of their pet.
Some spiritual leaders have seen believers ag ‘fieeple” and have a planned vision for
them to help build the leader’s church. God had pahigh price foall believers. He is
the only owner and He has a specific purpose foh @me. The Lord has given a vision
to all leaders...to equip believers to become Jasitstors and to be led by Him (Eph.
4:11-13).

This will need the impartation of the apostles, ghrets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers, not just the one leader struggling tly djuip believers. Having an equipping
team will also help remove the old traditional “mgople” syndrome.

Unfortunately in the past, some in traditional diuleadership have concentrated on
their vision of “in house” ministry and have noteéved the revelation of the present
“eagle truths”. Reaching the lost is advocated lting as many people as possible
attend services or home church meetings has beaiititmate goal.

EAGLE CHURCHES

In an “eagle church”, having a huge bird cage aargvis not the goal. The future
leaders who truly want to imitate Jesus just wargee their fledglings soar. How do they
do this?

In the natural, eagles provide two essential clngzing principles.

First of all, they do provide an initial environntesf protection and care. They also
provide fresh food for a period of time, until teaglets are ready to leave the nest. (2
Tim. 3:16-17).

Secondly, they are examples of what it is to becagle. The babies learn through
observation of their parents what their future Boldr them. They have no doubt that
they are destined to soar, search for their ownd fmad provide for their own family one
day.

Jesus was the ultimate example of the eagle pakémtfed His fledglings fresh
spiritual food daily. He demonstrated how to wamion the Father — a waiting which
enabled Him to rise to the occasion. He told thieat they were expected to do what He
did (John 14:12).

After modeling and feeding for some time, He gdwent an opportunity to practise,
using both specific and general orders. As He waking on water, He demonstrated
that Peter also could imitate Him by obeying a 8pecorder, “Come!”

He also sent them out on practice flights with aggal command to preach the gospel.
They were so excited with this short, upliftingptthey said;Lord, even the demons are
subject to us in your name.” (Luke 10:17)

Feeding, modeling and practice, however, was amyafseason. For Jesus it was three
years. For the apostle Paul, it varied from seva@iths to two or three years.

Eagle leaders are Jesus imitators. They give fi@sth to their young but are also to be
examples of a Spirit led life. They are able tceree words of faith as they wait upon the
Lord and are to be models of this high flying kofdiving.
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The previous model of leadership in some casebéas the “in house” concept, with
preaching and teaching being perceived as the wfagkgreat man or woman of God.
Obviously teaching Scripture is vital, but unleke Spirit-led life is modeled, believers
may gain the impression that “real” ministry is gweninantly about imparting bible
knowledge. Their wings remain clipped because tigegot taught the Jesus model of
relationship whereby they can rely on the direatlieg of the Lord.

The Lord is presently ruffling some feathers, atidtisg up an emerging group of
leaders to go to greater heights and demonstrat8ptirit led life.

For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 1 Cor. 4:20

EMPTYING THE NEST

In the natural, if a mature eaglet is unsure aketkihg a leap of faith and beginning to
fly, the parents lovingly remove all the soft ligiim the nest. They also refuse to feed it
any more and make staying in the nest an unconblertgtion.

Isn’t this what Jesus did with His young? When Higl them that He was going to
leave them to fly by themselves, they thought eihikelves as being abandoned orphans
(John 14:18).

He removed the comfort of depending directly on H&topped His feeding program
and told them it was to their advantage to be eir twn because the Holy Spirit would
come (John 16:17). They now had to take a leajiti fnd depend on a word from the
Spirit being the wind beneath their wings. They hadeed themselves with seeds of
faith from the Holy Spirit.

The same detachment process had to happen toghdi§iciples of the apostles. After
learning the apostles’ doctrine, which were babictile teachings in Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, the disciples were forced out af tmnfort zone.

At the time a great persecution arose against theich which was at Jerusalem, and

they were all scattered throughout the regions aofidéa and Samaria, except the

apostles. Therefore those who were scattered weetyavhere preaching the word.
Acts 8:1,4

The disciples of the apostles were also tippedbtite nest.

By today’s standards, these would be considereg Gdistians. However, after they
were scattered they found their wings. They hadatsly learned from the apostles to
fly by being led by the Spirit. Having been foraaat of the nest with no apostles to turn
to, they looked to the Lord and, as a result, becaart of the church that turned the
world upside down.

Is this emptying the nest principle applied in equipping mindsets today? Could this
be a major reason we are not seeing a move offting i8 most western countries?

In the past, pet parrot churches, with little uistimding of releasing, do the opposite.
Many seem to make their church more and more cdaifl®;, to encourage their
followers to keep coming back. Returning to thet mesh week is considered a vital part
of a believer's ministry. The perception gainedhiat they still need to receive more and
more prepared hand feeding...for the rest of theasli In some cases they're taught on
the dangers of flying the Spirit led life and ifet cases that it's actually rebellious.
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Mature eagles don't need basic, hand-fed, contimgdkly messages. They're now
strengthened by being able to get their own spitifood by the leading of the Spirit
from their bibles, other eagles, or through headimgctly from the Lord.

Spiritual eagles are satisfied not by the milk kymeat.

Jesus said:

“My meat is to do the will of Him who sent Me.” John 4:34, KJV

The eagles no longer have to take non-believersdetings, but have been equipped
to lead them to the Lord and so have their ownetaghAs a result, they fulfill the words
of Isaiah, renewing their strength and not faintongyrowing weatry.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Some may be concerned at the freedom and percendepbendence we are
encouraging here. They would remind us of the needhe Body of Christ to come
together (Heb. 10:25).

Relationships are extremely vital in this high figilife.

Jesus modeled the “eagle church” perfectly for ke. gathered His disciples for
equipping. After being a good spiritual parent, tdkeased His church of disciples to go
out in pairs and start their own spiritual families

He also reminded us that eagles do congregate.

“Wherever the body is, there the eagles will belgaed together.” Luke 17:37

When food is available, natural eagles gather twgefor a feed. In the Old
Testament, God’s people met in family homes andectogether for great feasts. In the
New Testament, they gathered together as a Bodydtr natural and spiritual food.
They met in the Temple (initially) to receive thaskc truths and then had love feasts in
their homes where relationships were built overlmea

So continuing daily in one accord in the temple, édrbreaking bread from house to
house, they ate their food with gladness and siropi of heart. Acts 2:46

There are so many scriptures that refer to thestmnto “one another”. Any believer
will realize the need to “feed” from one anothehisTis part of their eagle ministry. After
we receive initial milk teaching, we need exhortiogmforting and stirring one another
to sustain an eagle lifestyle.

And let us consider one another in order to stir Uipve and good works, not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together as is the nmanof some, but exhorting one
another... Heb. 10:24-25

However, mature spiritual eagles flock togetheraose they realize they have a need

to give and receive from “one another”...not justrimgafrom the same one every week.
What's the old saying? Birds of a feather flocketigpr!
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THE DOWN SIDE

As the believer’'s baby down grows into full feathethere will be problems as these
new truths are restored. The negative side isttieae will be basically three groups of
believers who will not be able to extend their veing

1. Those who have a caged mentality.
2. Those who have an isolation mindset.
3. Those who form independent small groups.

1. CAGED MENTALITY

If a pet parrot has been confined for some timeiardependent on its owner’s care
and hand feeding, it has become institutionaliziegou take the bird out of the security
of its cage, it becomes fearful and will instinefly want to go back to its former
confinement into what it considers a safe enviromme

Some church leaders have done so much for belieneraring for and organizing
them that they’'ve become dependent on what thechhunganization provides. They see
the Sunday congregation as the centre of theirs@Gani life.

Unwittingly, some have become spiritually institutalized and the freedom of living
the Spirit-led “eagle life” — of being releasedths early church was — can be considered
too radical and frightening. As a result, the edgleéhs can be too confronting and it's
easier and safer to return to the confinement aogéering” to which they have grown
accustomed.

Escaping Parrots

At the moment there are many Christians who arsidenred by some to have “left the
church” because they no longer attend a regulditimaal church meeting.

There are really two lines of thought here: Tho$®wattend regularly may consider
them as backsliders or rebellious. Those leaving nemsider themselves as breaking
free from captivity.

George Barna, a Christian statistician in the U.SaAd author of many books
including “Revolution” has spoken about the millothat are leaving the established
church in that country. Initially, he questione@ tmotive of those departing but now he
considers it a move of God.

The fruit of rebellion and backsliding people istthhere is no longer a need for God
in their lives. However, there are those who rentEpendent on the Lord, who desire to
please Him, and simply want to soar as eaglestHése, there are some additional issues
to consider.

2. ISOLATION MINDSET

If a pet parrot does escape and gets outside thsehdt faces immediate dangers.
Because it has always been hand-fed, it has ilitda of how to feed or protect itself and
certainly is not totally proficient in flying.

This is a danger for some Christians who've reldagemselves from traditional
fellowship. They have biblical theory, but in priaaet terms many don’t have an intimate
relationship with the Lord and are not led by th@ri§in ministering to others. After
some time they will find their spiritual energy@amnthusiasm waning and draining.
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Some of these ‘escapees’ have been so hurt or pdisdpd by their former
confinement or control that they are not willingnbeet with other believers. They remain
alone and as yet, because of their former expergerare not willing to submit to others.
These need to be encouraged and prayed for, bettaysstill do need the help of others
to be able to accomplish their real potential.

3. INDEPENDENT SMALL GROUPS

There are others who do realize the need to sugpod another” and who meet
together in small groups in homes. However, bezaigheir mistrust caused by their
former experiences, they're wary of other partstteé Body and even other house
churches. They remain independent but alive, feedmGod’s word but, in many cases,
they haven’t been equipped to hear from the Lortbavin the lost without the help of a
“minister”. Many realize something is still missitgcause they're unable to rise up to
the potential they know is there.

Those who want to fulfill their greatest potentidll understand the need to network
with others so that the equippers, the apostlephats, evangelists, pastors and teachers,
can bring them and any future baby believers torhaturity (Eph. 4:11-13). Otherwise,
like those in home groups in traditional churchiggy will find themselves seemingly
going around in circles. They may be free from steayn of control but not truly released
to fill their God given destiny.

LIBERTY OR LEGALISM

The apostle Paul also wrote to the Galatians, wheronsidered had gone back into
captivity. Anything less than a Spirit-led life wasnsidered by him to be a form of
bondage.

But if you are led by the Spirit you are not undiw. Gal. B:1

If you put it around the other way it saygyt if you are not led by the Spirit you are
under law.

God wants to release every believer to be totadlg fo be led by Him.

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christas set us free, and do not be
entangled with the yoke of bondage. Gal. 5:1

GREATER MOTIVATION

To help some who need to overcome their previosapfiointments, hurts and
suspicions which, in some cases have led to apdltere needs to be a Biblical
motivation.

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts dear, because fear involves torment.
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 1 John 4:18

First of all, we must understand that the Lord pased us and He is how our owner.
His purpose for paying that high price of His deatas to enable us to grow to be
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imitators of His Son. His prayéthat they may be one just as We are ong’ongoing.
Anything less than fulfilling the destiny He plamh#éor us would only bring our Father
disappointment.

Secondly, we must realize that, through our reteingp with Him, we can release His
love and power and change the lives of others. Wetarn our cities upside down and
lead exciting lives.

Thirdly, surely none of us wants to stay bored wifulfilled. We can stay within the
confines of “the house”, whether it is a large dmjra house church or our own home.
Even though it may be relatively comfortable, ithwever be totally satisfying.

A desire to be filled with His continuous peace gndcan be a final motivating force.

THE COST

Sometimes eagles grow disorderly feathers whichadigtimpede their flying ability.
Naturally they pluck them out. Believers who haveven feathers of erroneous thinking
because of misguided teaching will find their motaem hampered. These entrenched
mindsets will need to be discarded and new trdtdwald to grow in their place.

...let God transform you into a new person by changithe way you think.
Rom. 12:2, NLT

As well, flying does take some exertion. It's mwessier to sit on a perch than to take
off. Before you can get the wind beneath your wiagd soar you need to put in some
time and effort. This doesn’t mean you're to geét ia flap and attend more meetings, but
spend more of your week meeting with Him, justesud did.

“The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed targg to know the word that
sustains the weary. He awakens me morning by mogiiwakens my ear like one who
is being taught. The Sovereign Lord has opened narse and | have not been
rebellious, | have not drawn back.” Isaiah 50.4M1V

The Lord has told us that every believer is capableearing His personal voice and
following His instructions (John 10:3-4). Like Himje can learn to do this. Morning by
morning we can be a student being taught whatydcsthe weary.

Let’s not draw back into a previous caged or cadinmentality but, instead, learn
how to have an “instructed tongue” which will redeaus into the full, potent eagle
ministry He has destined for us.

And you shall know the truth and the truth shall sgou free.... Therefore if the Son
makes you free you shall bfeee indeed. John 8:32, 36
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SUMMARY

1. Jesus waited upon the Lord for his orders. ghiee Him the seeds of faith and
authority to mount up like an eagle.

2. He wants us to be of one mind with Him and bveigh flying lifestyle. However,
some believers feel more like pet parrots egles.

3. Pet parrots don't fly like eagles, they're adhgeand fed and can only say what their
owners have taught them to say. Because tn@yfoe fulfilled by flying, other things
to amuse them are placed in their cage.

4. Other parrots are given partial freedom, havewimg clipped but are confined to
in-house activity.

5. Eagle leaders give initial feeding and demotsstitae freedom of a Spirit led life.
They provide out of the nest training flighar those who are fearful of flying, the
hand feeding ceases and the nest is made toitabie.

6. Parrot leaders make the nest larger and moréoctaile and teach the dangers of
flying.

7. If you take a parrot out of its cage, it wilaféully try to get back in.
Those believers with a caged thinking will need sonind renewal before
overcoming the fear of the freedom of a Spirit liézl

8. Those previously caged believers who purposeglbfree from an institutionalized
lifestyle will also need to learn how to fly andbpide for themselves. Therefore they
still need to meet with equippers and other belgve

9. The Lord is our owner and He paid an incredfrlee so we could be free to soar as
He did. Let’s not disappoint Him.

10.Its easier to perch in a church or in your owmba and do nothing. Flying takes
an effort. Meeting with and hearing from Himilgt and encouragement from other
eagles will provide the wind beneath your vging

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What was the greatest truth you discovered?
2. What was the point you least understood?

3. What can you apply in your life this week?
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